Echocardiographically guided electrophysiologic testing in pregnancy.
Electrophysiologic testing is usually performed with fluoroscopy to guide catheter positioning. This method of visualizing catheter placement may not be ideal for patients who are pregnant. We report four cases of echocardiographically guided placement of catheters for electrophysiologic testing because of the consideration of pregnancy. Adequate visualization of catheters was possible, allowing for proper catheter positioning and complete electrophysiologic testing, including the recording of atrial, His-bundle, and ventricular potentials, as well as cardiac stimulation and induction of tachycardia. This method holds promise for patients in whom fluoroscopy may be relatively contraindicated, such as pregnant patients, as well as patients in whom it is desirable to avoid x-ray exposure such as women of childbearing age and young children.